Parnell
His health was now definitely poor* He had endured much
in the dreadful year of 1882, and now suddenly came the
news that his sister Fanny had died in New York* He was
lying asleep at Eltham, after an all-night sitting, and Mrs*
O'Shea saw the announcement of Fanny's death in a news-
paper. She immediately woke him and told him what had
happened. " He was terribly shocked, and I could not leave
him at all that day* For a time he utterly broke down, but
presently a cable arrived for him * * * saying that his sister's
body was to be embalmed and brought to Ireland, and his
horror and indignation were extreme* He immediately
wrote out a message for me to cable from London on his
behalf absolutely forbidding the embalmment of his sister's
body, and saying that she was to be buried in America*"1
He suffered from a recurrence of the nervous attacks which
had afflicted his childhood and youth* " He would spring
up panic-stricken out of deep sleep* and, without fully
awaking, try to beat off the imaginary foe that had pressed
upon him* * * * When the attacks came on, I went into his
room and held him down until he became fully conscious, for
I feared that he would hurt himself* They were followed by
a profuse perspiration and deep sleep of several hours*" He
was worried, too, by financial troubles* All politics are
costly, but Irish politics in Parnell's time were a luxury*
Isaac Butt ruined himself through his patriotism, and died
in debt* He once spent a year in Kilmainham Jail for
non-payment of his bills* Parnell must have expended large
sums of money in helping some of his less affluent colleagues
to pay their expenses* There were spongers and hangers-on
waiting for some sort of reward for their services ! * * * His
sister, Mrs* Dickinson, and his mother, when she was at
Avondale, freely spent his money* He had to telegraph to
Mrs* Parnell once forbidding her to convert a newly-erected
1 Charles Stewart Parnell, by Katharine O'Shea, vol* i*, p* 44*
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